BIRNBAUM Mieczystaw Markus (1889-1940), literary pen-name “M. Binom”,
underground pseudonym “Mototok”. He was a journalist, a writer, a translator
and an officer in the Polish Army. He was born on 8" June 1889 within the
territory of Austria-Hungary, the son of > Abram Ber Birnbaum and Chinda
Gotday née Ejzenberg.

He graduated from the government Boys’ Gimnazjum in Piotrkdw. During his
high studies and at university, he belonged to the SDKPIL (using the pseudonym
“Mototok”). In 1907, he was arrested for revolutionary activity and was exiled.

During World War |, he served in the Russian Army and, in 1917, he organised
Polish troops in lasi, co-founding the Il Polish Corps. He was a member of the
Executive Committee of the Polish Military Union on the Romanian Front in lasi.
Together with B. Nakoniecznikow-Klukowski and W. Czuma, he belonged to the
delegation which negotiated, with the Soviet Union, consent for the corps to
march across the Dnieper River. He was editor of the “Legionista”.

Following the capitulation at Kaniéw (11" May 1918), he worked in the
organisation which recruited for the formation of General L. Zeligowski’s 4"
Division. He managed the political and press section of the Recruitment and
Agitation Organisation in Kiev and organised the Polish Division in the Austrian
Army. Together with Col. Cz. Rybinski’s Mikulinski detachment, he took part in
the march from Jarmoliniec to relieve Lwéw. During the fighting, he was taken
prisoner by the Ukrainians. After his release, he served in the 4" Riflemen
Division and took part in all the fighting with the Ukrainians.

In the Polish Army, he was head of the political department of the Second
Section of the Ministry of Military Affairs. As someone trusted by Jozef Pitsudski,
he participated, as an expert, in the Polish Army High Command’s peace
negotiations in Borystaw, Minsk and Riga. In 1919, he was promoted to the rank
of lieutenant. In 1921, he transferred to the reserve (to the infantry officer corps
— No. 1 District Cadre).

Until September 1939, he worked as a columnist, writer and translator. (He
translated, among others, the works of Izaak Babel and Yevgeny Zamiatin). He
wrote an article entitled The Press as an Enterprise (“Praktyczna Wiedza Prze-
mystowa” 1930, Nos. 2/3).

Mobilised in 1939, he was taken prisoner by the Soviets and held in a POW camp
in Kozielsk. In 1940, he was murdered by the NKVD and was buried there. (Since



2001, it has become a Polish War Cemetery.) Among his decorations are Virtuti
Militari Cross 5% Class, the Cross of Valour, the Golden Cross of Merit, the 1918-
1921 War Memorial Medal and the Decade of Regained Independence Medal.
He was posthumously promoted to the rank of captain by the President of the
Republic of Poland Lech Kaczynski.
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