1[TN: A mass of fine, soft wood shavings, typically used as packing material.]
2 [TN: A revised and abridged version of this same poem was published in the “Poetry & Literature” section of the book “Czenstochover Landsmanshaft of
Montreal”, which differs considerably from this one.]
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3 [TN: Mishnaic Heb., originally from Greek; name given to a half matzo that the head of the household ostensibly “guards fiercely” to be eaten at the very end
of the Passover Seider, and which the children, in a bid to keep them awake to the end of the Seider, are traditionally encouraged to “steal” and then “ransom
back” — thus, the “Afikoimen” is something which small children are very keen to snatch.]




